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In 2009, CAA introduced THE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY, a program to teach people 

who care about children how to be effective advocates for change.  The academy 

consisted of six evening sessions over three months, in which participants learned 

organizing tools, successful messaging, and steps to reaching short- and long-

term goals. 

Most of the participants work in the social justice, direct services or non-profit    

communities, and their programs or clients are affected by government budgets 

and policies.  THE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY taught them how the legislative process 

works and how they can effectively engage that process to advocate for their 

cause.  The class also demonstrated how these strategies can be used to create 

change on the smaller community level or on a larger, national scope.   

At the end of the program, each participant made a presentation on how they     

can (or will!) use THE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY tools to address an issue they care 

about.  The range of topics included literacy, foster kids, students with disabilities, 

African refugees and childhood obesity prevention. 

The first class started in January 2009, and 12 participants were selected from the 

many applicants.  Because of the overwhelming interest, CAA held a second class 

in the Fall.  Thanks to funding from Avnet, Inc., CAA is able to offer a Leadership 

Academy in 2010 and those dates will be announced soon.  

New in 2009 - The LEADERSHIP ACADEMY  

Comment from a 

Graduate... 
 

ò This experience has 

changed my life.  I  

have a new outlook on 

how I go about   

addressing and  

challenging an issue.    

I can honestly say  

that I am applying  

the concepts and  

resources I learned to 

many aspects of my 

professional life.ó   

 

Childrenôs Action Alliance is pleased to share with you this organizational overview of 2009.  Although the year presented 

many economic and legislative challenges, we are proud to report that - because of the support of so many community 

partners, donors, foundations, volunteer leaders, advocates and many others - we came through the year with a stronger 

commitment to fulfilling the CAA vision thaté 

All children have health insurance   Õ   No child is raised in poverty and hunger 

Every child enters school ready to learn and succeed   Õ   No child endures the ravages of abuse and neglect 

Struggling teens have the support they need to become responsible adults and  

Every child has a place to call home. 

Childrenôs Action Alliance is a non-profit, non-partisan research, education and advocacy   

organization dedicated to promoting the well-being of Arizonaôs children and families.   
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Dear CAA Supporter,  

Many children in our state have experienced the pain of an  

extraordinarily difficult year for their families.  More than ever, 

children need our active support.  They need security not only 

from their parents, but also from our leaders.  They need  

communities and laws and champions to put them at the top  

of the agenda.   

2009 was a wild and bumpy ride for policymaking at our state 

capitol.  Through it all, Childrenôs Action Alliance was there to 

speak up for kids, to fight for stronger health care, education, 

and security for all of Arizonaôs children and families.   

Through it all, thousands of Arizonans like you were there with 

us, giving your voice, your time, your leadership and your  

financial support.  Thanks to you, more children will see hope 

and opportunity when they look toward the future. 

As our stateôs economy and finances continue to suffer, the 

challenges ahead remain great.  Our short-term achievements 

may be grounded in the reality of todayôs economic conditions 

and constraints.  But our aspirations keep us flying high toward 

the day when all Arizona children can grow up with love and 

laughter, have a place to call home and a chance to succeed in 

school, and get the health care they need to nurture their minds 

and bodies as well as their dreams.   

Thanks again for your support and thank you for flying with us. 
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Stay connected with Childrenôs Action Alliance through our  

e-mail network - nearly 6,000 people are already!  Sign up at 

www.azchildren.org 

to receive updates and  

legislative action alerts.   



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAA held a birthday party to mark the 10th 

year of KidsCare in Arizona. This program pro-

vides affordable health insurance for kids so 

they can stay healthy and strong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In coordination with our organizational partners, CAA hosted two Lobby 

Days at the Legislature.  These events brought more than 150 people 

to the Capitol to be a voice for Arizonaôs children and families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna M. Alonzo, Chief Operating Officer of 

Mountain Park Health Center, was honored as 

the 2009 Phoenix Champion for Children. 

CAA co-sponsored a  

KidsCare Telethon and  

Radio Phone-a-Thon in  

Tucson that together will  

result in more than 8,000  

children enrolling in  

KidsCare or other health  

care coverage. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CAA was among the organizations protesting 

a proposed licensing fee increase for child 

care providers.  ñWhile legislators pledge to 

not raise taxes and make speeches about  

cutting more taxes, they voted for an 8,000% 

increase on hardworking parents,ò said Dana 

Wolfe Naimark, at the rally.  The rally helped 

convince the Arizona Department of Health 

Services to lower the fee increases. 

CAA conducted 30 budget advocacy  

trainings for more than 700 people  

who now understand how the state 

budget impacts children and families, 

and how to be effective advocates  

regarding fiscal issues. 

CAA produced five short videos with  

interviews of Arizona parents discussing the 

impact of state budget cuts on their children 

and families.  We emailed the videos to media, 

legislators and community partners and posted 

them on our website and You Tube. 

CAA strengthened our electronic communication in 2009.  1,466 people 

joined the CAA e-mail network, bringing the total number of participants 

to 5,455.  A monthly average of 2,480 unique visitors checked out our 

website, with an average of 126 visits per day. 


